Marriage & Family Scriptures

Genesis 2:18-24

% Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; 1 will make him
a helper fit for him.” * Now out of the ground the Lord God had formed every beast of
the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he
would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name.
** The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every
beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. * So the Lord
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs
and closed up its place with flesh. ** And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the
man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. » Then the man said,

“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.”

*Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh.

Proverbs 18:22

*He who finds a wife finds a good thing
and obtains favor from the Lord.



Wives, Husbands, & Children

Colossians 3:18-25

Rules for Christian Households

" Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  Husbands, love your
wives, and do not be harsh with them. *° Children, obey your parents in everything, for
this pleases the Lord. *' Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become
discouraged. ** Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters,
not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the
Lord. * Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, * knowing
that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the
Lord Christ. ® For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and
there is no partiality.



Ephesians 5:22-33

Wives and Husbands

** Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. * For the husband is the head of
the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.

*Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to
their husbands.

» Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,
*that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the
word, " so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. ** In the same
way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
himself. * For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as
Christ does the church, ** because we are members of his body. * “Therefore a man
shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become
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one flesh.” ** This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the
church. » However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that

she respects her husband.

Ephesians 6:1-4

Children and Parents

' Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. * “Honor your father and
mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), * “that it may go well with you
and that you may live long in the land.” * Fathers, do not provoke your children to
anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.



1 Peter 3:1-7

Wives and Husbands

’ Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey
the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, * when they
see your respectful and pure conduct. * Do not let your adorning be external—the
braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— * but let
your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a
gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. ®> For this is how the holy
women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own
husbands, ® as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if
you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. ” Likewise, husbands, live
with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker
vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not
be hindered.



The Gospel’s Impact on Whole Families

Acts 16:14-15

“ One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of
purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention
to what was said by Paul. ® And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she
urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house
and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.

Acts 16:30-34

** Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” ** And they
said, “Believe in the Lord Fesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” >
And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. * And he
took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized
at once, he and all his family. >* Then he brought them up into his house and set food
before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in
God.

Acts 18:8

8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire
household. And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized.



Intimacy in Marriage

1 Corinthians 7:1-5

Principles for Marriage

' Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have
sexual relations with a woman.”* But because of the temptation to sexual immorality,
each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband. * The husband
should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. * For
the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise
the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. ’> Do not
deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may
devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not
tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

Hebrews 13:4
* Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for
God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.



Qualifications for Church Leaders

1 Timothy 3:3-7

Qualifications for Elders

> The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. *
Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded,
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, ’ not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. * He must manage his own household well, with all dignity
keeping his children submissive, ® for if someone does not know how to manage his own
household, how will he care for God's church? ° He must not be a recent convert, or he may
become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. ” Moreover, he must be
well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.

Titus 1:5-9

Qualifications for Elders

> This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint
elders in every town as I directed you— ° if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife,
and his children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination.” For
an overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or
quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, ® but hospitable, a lover of good,
self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. * He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as
taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who
contradict it.

1 Timothy 3:8-13

Qualifications for Deacons

8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy
for dishonest gain. * They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. ' And let
them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless.
Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things. *
Let deacons each be the hushand of one wife, managing their children and their own households
well. ® For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great
confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.



General Instructions for the Church

1 Timothy 5:1-8

Instructions for the Church

' Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father, younger men as
brothers, * older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all purity.

> Honor widows who are truly widows. * But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let
them first learn to show godliness to their own household and to make some return to
their parents, for this is pleasing in the sight of God.’> She who is truly a widow, left all
alone, has set her hope on God and continues in supplications and prayers night and day, °
but she who is self-indulgent is dead even while she lives. " Command these things as well,
so that they may be without reproach. ® But if anyvone does not provide for his relatives,
and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever.

2 Timothy 1:5
> T am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and
your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.

2 Timothy 3:14-15

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing
from whom you learned it ® and how from childhood vou have been acquainted with the
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus.

2 Timothy 3:1-5

Godlessness in the Last Days

' But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. * For people
will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their
parents, ungrateful, unholy, * heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control,
brutal, not loving good, * treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God, > having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.
Avoid such people.
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